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SUBJECT: AGRICULTURAL AND FLOOD SITUATION 

REF : ZAGREB 0971 

1. SUMMARY: RAINS AND COOL WEATHER HAVE HAD 
ADVERSE EFFECT ON 1974 CORN AND SUGARBEET CROP, 
AND HAVE DELAYED SOWING OF WHEAT. SAVA RIVER 
HAS INUNDATED SEVERAL VILLAGES AND MORE WIDE- 
SPREAD FLOODING IS THREATENED. WEATHER IMPROVING. 
END SUMMARY. 

2. OVERALL EFFECTS OF RAIN AND COOL WEATHER ON 
CROPS AS FOLLOWS: 

A. CORN: HARVEST OF CURRENT CORN CROP IS ESTI- 
MATED TO BE ONLY TEN PERCENT COMPLETE AND SOME 
ESTIMATES PLACE DAMAGE AS HIGH AS TWENTY PERCENT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WHEN BOTH QUANTITY AND QUALITY ARE CONSIDERED. 
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COOL WEATHER PREVENTED MUCH OF CROP FROM MATURING 
COMPLETELY. RAINS HAVE PREVENT EXPECTED REDUCTION 
IN MOISTURE OF CROP (CURRENTLY EXCESS OF THIRTY PER- 
CENT) AND CONDITIONS ARE CONDUCIVE TO MOLD, ETC. 
EXISITING DRYING FACILITIES ARE NOT ADEQUATE TO DRY 
ENTIRE CROP AND THIS IS FURTHER COMPLICATED BY FACT THAT 
GRAIN STORAGE FACILITIES ARE BEING USED IN LARGE PART 
TO STORE RECORD WHEAT CROP JUST HARVESTED. THERE 
ARE REPORTS THAT SEED CORN CROP IS SUSTAINING CONSIDER- 
ABLE DAMAGE. 

B. WHEAT: ONLY EIGHT PERCENT OF PLANNED WHEAT 
HECTARAGE HAS BEEN SOWN. EXPERIENCE INDICATES THAT 
WHEAT SOWN AFTER THIS DATE WILL RESULT IN POOR YIELDS 
DUE TO POOR GERMINATION. DAMAGE BY WIND EROSION IN 
FIELDS WITH POOR STANDS, AND POSSIBILITIES OF WINTER KILL. 

C. SUGARBEETS: IT IS REPORTED THAT BETWEEN SIXTY 
TO SEVENTY PERCENT OF HARVEST IS COMPLETED. 

HOWEVER, LARGE AMOUNTS OF HARVESTED BEETS ARE 
STILL IN THE FILDS, AND DETERIORATING AS THEY CANT 
BE MOVED TO THE SUGAR FACTORIES DUE TO SOFT FILD 
CONDITIONS. A SIGNIFICANT LOSS IS EXPECTED IN THIS 
COMMODITY EVEN THOUGH THERE ARE NO ESTIMATES AS 
TO EXTENT AT THIS TIME. 

D. SUNFLOWER: HARVEST IS EIGHTY TO NINETY 
PERCENT COMPLETE BUT IF THE FARMERS ARE UNABLE TO 
CONTINUE THE HARVEST SOON, THE BIRDS WILL COMPLETE IT 
FOR THEM. 

3. SAVA RIVER IS REPORTEDLY AT LEVEL NOT RECORDED IN 
PAST HUNDRED YEARS. SEVERAL SMALLER TOWNS ALONG 
100 MILE STRETCH OF RIVER ARE THREATENED, AND FEW 
VILLAGES HAVE BEEN FLOODED. RIVER EXPECTED TO CREST 
OCTOBER 25. STATE OF EMBERGENCY DECLARED IN SEVERAL 
LOCALITIES. ARMY AND VOLUNTEER UNITS ACTIVE ON DIKE 
REINFORCEMENT. SEVERAL HUNDRED FAMILIES EVACUATED. 
THERE HAVE BEEN NO CASULTIES. 
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4. ALTHOUGH SEVERAL SMALLER RIVERS REPORTED RISING 
TOWARD FLOOD LEVELS IN OTHER AREAS, INCLUDING SAVA 
TRIBUTARIES AND MONTENEGRO, SITUATION IN OTHER PARTS 
OF COUNTRY RELATIVELY LESS SERIOUS THAT ALONG SAVAA. 
WEATHER DRY FOR PAST TWO DAYS, AND FURTHER SUBSTAN- 
TIAL RAINFALL NOT EXPECTED. 

5. COMMENT: IT IS TOO EARLY TO ASSESS TOTAL DAMAGE 
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TO THIS YEAR'S CROP BUT, IN ALL PROBABILITY, IT WILL 
MORE THAN OFFSET GAINS MADE BY BUMPER WHEAT CROP. 
THIS EVALUATION IS MADE ON BASIS OF OPTIMUM WEATHER 
FOR REMAINDER OF HARVEST PERIOD, AND ADVERSE 
CONDITIONS COULD PUT SITUATION IN CRITICAL AREA. 

6. WITH DIKES ON MAJOR RIVERS HOLDING, FLOODING IS 
LOCALIZD SO FAR, AND NOT YET SERIOUS ENOUGH TO BE 
CONSIDERED DISASTER. AUTHORITIES APPEAR TO HAVE 
ADEQUATE RESOURCES TO COPE WITH LOCALIZED HARDSHIP. 

7. BETTER WEATHER NOW INDICATED WOULD BRING ABOUT 
IMPROVEMENT IN OVERALL SITUATION. END COMMENT. 
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